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I. God’s Heart for the Orphan
a. He is a Father who cares deeply for the fatherless 
i. Psalm 68:5-6 5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. 6 God sets the lonely in families, he leads forth the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.

b. He loves children 
i. Luke 18:16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”

ii. Matthew 18:5-6 “5And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. 6But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.”
c. He hears the cry of the orphan

i. Exodus 22:22-24 22 Do not take advantage of a widow or an orphan. 23 If you do and they cry out to me, I will certainly hear their cry. 24 My anger will be aroused, and I will kill you with the sword; your wives will become widows and your children fatherless.
ii. Psalm 10:17-18 17 You hear, O LORD, the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and you listen to their cry, 18 defending the fatherless and the oppressed, in order that man, who is of the earth, may terrify no more.
d. He is the Defender of the orphan and will avenge the cause of the fatherless 
i. Deut. 10:17-18 17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. 18 He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. 
ii. Psalm 10:14 But you, O God, do see trouble and grief; you consider it to take it in hand. The victim commits himself to you; you are the helper of the fatherless.
iii. Psalm 94:1-2,6, 23 1 O LORD, the God who avenges, O God who avenges, shine forth. 2 Rise up, O Judge of the earth; pay back to the proud what they deserve…6 They slay the widow and the alien; they murder the fatherless…23 He will repay them for their sins and destroy them for their wickedness; the LORD our God will destroy them.
iv. Psalm 146:9 The LORD watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.

v. Proverbs 23:10-11 10 Do not move an ancient boundary stone or encroach on the fields of the fatherless, 11 for their Defender is strong; he will take up their case against you.
e. He did not leave us as orphans, but He chose us to be His very own children and adopted us into His family 
i. John 14:16-18 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth… 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.
ii. Romans 8:14-16 14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship (adoption). And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.
iii. Ephesians 1:4-5 4For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will…

II. The Orphan and the Prayer Movement

a. Seeing justice for the orphan is directly related to night and day prayer going up to God

i. Luke 18:7-8 “And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly…” 
ii. Day and night prayer and worship is offered up before God in His throne room, which is the same place where He executes His righteous judgments on behalf of the orphan.  

iii. Jesus is our High Priest making intercession for us before His Father’s throne and we partner with Him as priests who are ministering to the Lord, giving Him our adoration, love, worship and prayers, which are then released through His sovereign works and through His church.
b. The first commandment is directly related to the second commandment

i. Matthew 22:35-40 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:  “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
ii. As ones who have embraced our calling as priests before the Lord, to minister to Him and to love Him wholeheartedly, we are committed to following the first and greatest commandment.  But let us not neglect the second commandment, which is inseparable from the first – to love and minister to others.  
c. Our action on behalf of the orphan, or lack thereof, is directly related to God hearing and answering our prayers
i. Proverbs 21:13 If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered.

ii. Zechariah 7:9-13 9 This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion…10 Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor…11 But they refused to pay attention…13 When I called, they did not listen; so when they called, I would not listen…’” 
iii. Isaiah 1:15-17 15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are full of blood; 16 wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight! Stop doing wrong, 17 learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.” 
iv. Isaiah 58:6-10 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.”  
III. Some Tough Questions
a. What will our answer be when God asks us what we did for the orphan?
i. Job 31:13-23 “If I have denied justice…what will I do when God confronts me? What will I answer when called to account? Did not he who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same one form us both within our mothers?...If I have kept my bread to myself, not sharing it with the fatherless…if I have seen anyone perishing for lack of clothing…if I have raised my hand against the fatherless…then let my arm fall from the shoulder, let it be broken off at the joint. For I feared destruction from God, and for fear of his splendor I could not do such things.” 

ii. Isaiah 10:1-4 “Woe to those who make unjust laws…to deprive the poor of their rights and withhold justice from the oppressed…making widows their prey and robbing the fatherless. What will you do on the day of reckoning?...Nothing will remain but to cringe among the captives or fall among the slain…” 

iii. Jeremiah 5:26-31 “Among my people are wicked men…they have become rich and powerful and have grown fat and sleek…they do not plead the case of the fatherless…they do not defend the rights of the poor.  Should I not punish them for this?...Should I not avenge myself?...The prophets prophesy lies…and my people love it this way.  But what will you do in the end?” 
iv. Reading these passages, they literally caused me to tremble and all I wanted to do was cry.  I want my heart to be continually pierced and broken for the things that break the heart of God – I need to open my heart to the conviction of the Holy Spirit and allow Him to rid my heart of my selfishness, my desire for comfort, my apathy, and my lack of concern and compassion for the needy. When Jesus returns, what will I do on the day of reckoning?  What will I say when God confronts me and calls me to account?  
v. Admittedly, it is also easy to question God and ask, “Aren’t you being a little harsh?”  His fierce and intense emotions, especially His wrath, can be overwhelming and intimidating.  Is He a mad, angry God shaking His fist at us, just waiting to destroy us?  No!  He is a God of burning, fiery, passionate love for the “least of these” and I AM SO GLAD HE IS THIS WAY!!!!  Thank God that He will avenge the orphan!!  Thank God that He will bring justice for the oppressed and afflicted!!  Thank God that He does not sit back in apathy, disconnected from the pain and suffering and loneliness of the fatherless!!  Thank God that He is a Righteous Judge and that no injustice will go unnoticed!

IV. God’s Commands
a. God makes His requirements abundantly clear and He has given us an invitation to partner with Him through prayer and through action on behalf of the orphan.

i. Psalm 82:3-4 “Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 

ii. Proverbs 31:8-9 “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.” 

iii. James 1:22, 27 “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says…Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” 
b. What a glorious privilege and an incredible honor to join our hearts with the Father of heaven and to give of ourselves selflessly for the least of these!

V. Our Response
a. Being a pro-life community means that we value the life of a human being from the moment of conception to the point of natural death

b. Being pro-life means that we are also pro-child

c. We can partner with the heart of God for children by praying and taking action in the issues of abortion, foster care, adoption, and by sponsoring a child that lives in poverty

d. Sponsoring a child is not the only option – there are many ways to partner with God for the cause of the orphan.  Allow Him to lead you by the Holy Spirit to those different paths and opportunities and show you exactly what He wants you personally to do.

e. By sponsoring a child, you can greatly impact the life of an orphan, fatherless or motherless child, or prevent a child from becoming fatherless and destitute by enabling them to remain with their families.  Sponsoring a child is ALL ABOUT ADOPTION!!!  It is your opportunity to join in the adoption movement of the Holy Spirit in this hour.

f. This is also an active step in doing warfare against human trafficking.  As we pray & intercede about this issue, we can also help protect children from being victimized and sold into slavery because their parents or guardians cannot afford to care for them
VI. Why Compassion?
a. Compassion works with the local church to provide children in need with educational opportunities, health check-ups, supplemental food, and social activities.

b. More importantly, Compassion allows every child to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.

c. These children are being raised to be forerunners and messengers who will impact their families, towns and nations by their witness!

d. We have always asked the Lord where to sow our finances and what soil would reap a bountiful harvest – we believe that Compassion is one of the best ministries out there that you could sow your seeds into and the potential for a beautiful harvest is SO, SO GREAT!  
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